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CHAPTER I
THE ORIGIN OF MAN IN AMERICA
No ONE can conclusively state who were the first
human beings to inhabit America. Neither can any
one say whence or when these first men came; nor
indeed whether they came at all or originated here.
Innumerable theories have been advanced to ac-
count for the presence of the so-called aboriginal
Americans, or, as they are more commonly called,
Indians, in the New World. Many of these theories
appear to have excellent arguments to support them,
but if we study them with an open mind, we will find
almost if not fully as many arguments in rebuttal.
Thus, the marsupials are confined to America and
Australia and we might reasonably assume that this
fact goes far toward proving some prehistoric con-
nection between the two continents. Likewise, as the
only living species of tapirs are those of South
America and Malaysia we might assume some ancient
direct connection between these two countries. On
the other hand, we might argue that as camels, ele-
phants, rhinoceri and hippopotami are found only in
Africa and Asia, we have proof that there was no
connection between those continents and America.
But we must remember that while there are no living